
Weekly Parent Update 

Week of March 18  

News to Know 

1) If you haven't paid your second payment of camp, please do so. To pay, go here and login to 
your Planning Center account. 

 

2) Girls Night: Friday, April 19 at 6:00 in the Harbor. The theme of the night is "You Matter." The 
night will consist of supper, worship, bible study, and cookie decorating. The cost for the event is 
$15. Please sign up by April 10  here. If any of you would like to volunteer to help with the event, 
please let me know. 

 
3) Refuge is Wednesday at 6:30 in The Harbor.  

 
4) Small groups will meet in Grace Cottage Sunday morning at 9:45 and 11:00.  

Refuge this Week 

We'll continue our study of Judges and looking at the life of Samson this week by looking at Judges 
14-15. In these chapters, we see Samson's impulsive nature and how it gets him in trouble. Through 
it, we see the sovereignty of God.  

 

First, we'll see that worldly instincts in your life will lead to a worldly drive in your heart. The chapter 
opens with Samson seeing a Philistine woman and wanting her as his wife. His parents try to dis-
suade him, but he listens to his desires over the wisdom of his parents. Samson is controlled by 
worldly instincts. He is impulsive and he’s unteachable. All of Israel is just like Samson. The Israel-
ites do not resist their captors now because they have completely adopted and adapted to the val-
ues, morals, and idols of the Philistines. The greatest threat they have ever faced is upon them 
which is elimination not by extermination, but assimilation. Their worldly instincts and their worldly 
drives produced in them a worldly mindset. 

 

Then, we'll learn that God fulfills his promises not only in spite of our sin, but even through our sin. In 
verse 4 we read that God is going to use Samson's weaknesses to cause conflict between Israel 
and the Philistines. This conflict will separate Israel from this pagan nation. Even though Israel is un-
faithful, God remains unconditionally committed to his promises. He uses their own sinfulness to 
bring about deliverance. 

https://coosadabaptist.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2009102
https://coosadabaptist.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2211982


We'll also learn that we shouldn't trade God's promises for the world's pleasures. Samson and his 
parents go to get the girl, and on their way, Samson encounters a lion which he kills with his bare 
hands. On the way back home, the dead carcass contains a beehive with honey. Samson sees the 
honey and has to have it, so he gets it for himself. Well, touching a dead animal breaks his Nazrite 
vow. Samson was willing to risk so much just to have an impulse satisfied. We have to decide if we 
are going to be driven by God’s will or our desires. Are we giving up the will of God for world-
ly pleasures? 

 
 

Fourth, Judges 14 and 15 show us that God works through sinners and sinful situations. We see a 
series of events where Samson and the Philistines retaliate back and forth which involve riddles, fox-
es, and murder. Eventually, it all culminates with Samson killing 1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of 
a donkey. Through all of this evil, the Bible mentions multiple times that the Spirit of the Lord was on 
him. God is not limited by our actions. He is not only allowed to work when people are being good 
and making godly choices. He uses sinners and sinful situations to accomplish his will. 

 

Lastly, it’s possible to have the gifts of the Spirit, yet lack the fruit of the Spirit. Samson is gifted by 
God in a remarkable way, but we have to wonder, if he has God’s Spirit, shouldn’t he be more god-
ly? At times in the Bible, we see people who have great gifts but seem very shallow in character. We 
should beware of this in ourselves too. The gifts of the Holy Spirit can operate in us, even mightily. 
Yet, at the same time, our inner lives can be a complete wreck. To guard against that we need to 
recognize the biblical distinction between gifts and fruit, focus on prayer, and embrace community.  

Resource of the Week 
This week's resource is titled, "The Best Parenting Advice I've Ever Gotten." It can be found here.  

Dr. Jon LaMarque 

Student Pastor 

Coosada Baptist Church 

(205)269-9072 

5687 Coosada Road, Coosada, AL 36020  

https://jdgreear.com/the-best-parenting-advice-ive-ever-gotten/

